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Overview and Scrutiny Committee
25 JULY 2016

Present: Councillors: Alan Britten, Paul Clarke, David Coldwell (Vice-Chairman), 
Leonard Crosbie (Chairman), Nigel Jupp, Michael Willett and 
Tricia Youtan

Apologies: Councillors: Toni Bradnum, Roger Clarke, Jonathan Dancer, 
Matthew French, Tim Lloyd, Brian O'Connell, David Skipp and 
Ben Staines

Also Present:

SO/11  MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 6th June 2016 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.

SO/12  DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

SO/13  ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.

SO/14  TO APPROVE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE SUB-COMMITTEES

The Terms of Reference (TOR) were approved by the committee. 

The Chairman of the Finance and Performance Sub-Committee agreed to 
report any overlap between the TOR for the Business Improvement Sub-
Committee and the TOR for the Finance and Performance Sub-Committee.

The TOR for the Crime and Disorder Sub-Committee would be presented at the 
next meeting.

SO/15  UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT 
SUB-COMMITTEE

The Chairman of Overview and Scrutiny gave an update on the Chairman of the 
Business Improvement Sub-Committee’s behalf. The Chairman reported that 
the Sub-Committee had been discussing the possibility of Members of 
Development Management (North) working with Members of Development 
Management (South) on issues regarding S106 monies for both North and 
South planning applications.
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The Chairman of the Business Improvement Sub-Committee would provide 
further information at the next O&S Committee meeting.

RESOLVED

That an update from the Business Improvement 
Sub-Committee be given.

REASON

All updates of Sub-Committee meetings are to 
be received by the Committee.

SO/16  UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CRIME AND DISORDER SUB-
COMMITTEE

It was reported that the Sub-Committee would continue to work in partnership 
with Sussex Police and the Horsham District Community Safety Partnership to 
create, refine and enforce their proposed action plans.

RESOLVED

That an update from the Crime and Disorder 
Sub-Committee be given.

REASON

All updates of Sub-Committee meetings are to 
be received by the Committee.

SO/17  UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE AND PERFORMANCE 
SUB-COMMITTEE

It was reported that the Sub-Committee would receive an update from CenSus 
Revenue and Benefits at the next meeting.

RESOLVED

That an update from the Finance and 
Performance Sub-Committee be given.

REASON

All updates of Sub-Committee meetings are to 
be received by the Committee.

SO/18  UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIAL INCLUSION AND 
HEALTH SUB-COMMITTEE



Overview and Scrutiny Committee
25 July 2016

3

3

It was reported that the Sub-Committee would be investigating ways for the 
Council to improve Council Tax collection and the flexibility surrounding it.

RESOLVED

That an update from the Social Inclusion and 
Health Sub-Committee be given.

REASON

All updates of Sub-Committee meetings are to 
be received by the Committee.

SO/19  REPORT FROM THE BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION MANAGER ON 
COUNCIL TAX PAYMENTS, DEBT AND IMPROVING OUTCOMES

Members noted the contents of the report.

Members were in favour of the ‘next steps’ as stated in the report.

Members agreed to review the progress of the ‘next steps’ section in 6 months’ 
time.

RESOLVED

The Members noted the contents of the report.

SO/20  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE JOINT SCRUTINY REVIEW ON THE 
HOUSING PROVISION FOR CARE LEAVERS

Councillor Britten represented Horsham District Council on the West Sussex 
Joint Scrutiny Task and Finish Group on Housing Provision for Care Leavers 
and provided the Committee with an update on the progress of the review.

RESOLVED

The Members approved the recommendations 
as set out in the report.

SO/21  SUGGESTED PROGRAMME FOR INVITING CABINET MEMBERS TO THE 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
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Members discussed potential programmes, based on examples used by other 
authorities, for inviting Cabinet Members to speak at Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee meetings. 

Members agreed to hold further discussions on the topic with the Director of 
Corporate Resources before presenting a draft programme to the Committee.

SO/22  TO RECEIVE ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
WORK PROGRAMME

Members suggested that an Empty Homes Strategy report be presented at the 
next meeting.

Members also suggested that a Review of the properties that HDC owns, 
combined with a Q&A with the relevant Cabinet Member, be added to January’s 
agenda.

SO/23  URGENT BUSINESS

There was no Urgent Business.

The meeting closed at 7.09 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm

CHAIRMAN


